Course Syllabus

DELORES D. ECHUM COMPOSITE SCHOOL

SNC 1D – Academic Science, Grade 9
	Teacher: 
	Mr. D. Hoover

	Requirements: 
	Binder, Paper, pen, pencil, ruler (other supplies as required) 

	Location: 
	Room 10 ( Science Lab) , 9:50 – 10:50 am

	Website:
	www.mrhoover.weebly.com

	Textbook:
	Nelson: Science 9 


Description: This course enables students to develop their understanding of basic concepts in biology, chemistry, earth and space science, and physics, and to relate science to technology, society, and the environment. Throughout the course, students will develop their skills in the processes of scientific investigation. Students will acquire an understanding of scientific theories and conduct investigations related to sustainable ecosystems; atomic and molecular structures and the properties of elements and compounds; the study of the universe and its properties and components; and the principles of electricity.

Curriculum Policy Document: The Ontario Curriculum, Grades 9 and 10: Science. 2008. 

Units of study:
Unit 1- Biology: Sustainable Ecosystems  
In this unit, students develop an understanding of ecosystems and how ecosystems have the ability to respond to change, while maintaining their ecological balance. Students will also learn that they are responsible for their impact on the sustainability and how humans impact of ecosystems in order to preserve them for future generations.
Unit 2- Chemistry: Atoms, Elements, and Compounds

Students will conduct investigations to understand specific chemical and physical properties. This understanding will then be used to determine practical uses of the chemicals. Experiments provide opportunities for students to collect, record, organize, and interpret data as well as to describe reactions studied. Students will develop an understanding that chemical compounds have both positive and negative effects on society and the environment. 
Unit 3- Physics: The Characteristics of Electricity
In this unit, students will investigate static and current electricity’s distinct properties and uses. The production of electricity will also be studied with a focus on social, economic and the environmental impact that each type of production has. Energy conservation will also be looked at as students will learn how to calculate how much energy they use and how they can reduce what they use. 

Unit 4- Earth and Space Science: The Study of the Universe
In this unit, students develop an understanding of the physical factors that create and affect weather systems and environmental phenomena, both normal and extreme. Students also describe how technology is used to monitor and forecast weather conditions and explain the impact of weather on our everyday lives and economic activities. Through investigations, students observe atmospheric phenomena and analyse trends in local and global conditions to forecast local weather patterns. Students will also look into how climate change is affected by both natural and human factors, and how these changes affect natural systems. 

	Evaluation 

Knowledge

Inquiry

Communication

Application

Final Summative Task

Final Exam
	25%

15%

15%

15%

15%

15%


Attendance: 


Students who attend class regularly and on time are much more successful than those who miss class. It is the student’s responsibility catch up on missed work. On the first day back from an unplanned absence, ask classmates and Mr. Hoover for missed work and assignments.  For planned absences, ask for a homework package at least 2 days before leaving. Washroom breaks will only occur during the middle 30 minutes of class. A student must ask for permission and receive a hall pass before they are allowed to leave. Students who excessively use washroom breaks will have their washroom privileges removed. 
Assignments /Tests:

Cheating on a test, lab or assignment will result in a mark of ZERO. Plagiarism will also result in a mark of ZERO. If more time is required for an assignment a student may ask for an extension. This should be discussed with Mr. Hoover prior to the assignment being due. Late assignments will be handled in accordance with the school’s Late Assignment Policy. 
Missed Tests / Labs:

When a student misses school for a valid reason and misses an assignment, lab or a test, they will need to make it up on first day back or shortly thereafter under Mr. Hoovers discretion. Speak to Mr. Hoover when you return to make arrangements for completing missed tests/labs/assignments. 
Homework:


Students will be encouraged to complete work assignments during allotted class time and MSIP time. However, homework, assignments, and lab reports not finished during class time should be completed at home. (Approximately 30 minutes per night should be expected, not including studying for tests or other assignments) 

Extra Help: 
Monday to Friday 
12:30 – 1:00 – when available


After school 

3:30 – 4:00 – if not required for other school duties


If more help is needed an appointment should be made.

